Friends of Guatemala ● “FOG” Scholarship Program

FOG is a voluntary organization whose members include Returned Peace Corps Volunteers (RPCVs) in the U.S.  This is a tax-exempt non-profit organization (501c3 status); donations can be tax-deductible. The FOG Scholarship Program funds scholarships for children in Guatemala who need assistance and are nominated by current Peace Corps Volunteers (PCVs) and returned Peace Corps Volunteers (RPCVs). This program provides an extra resource that you, the current volunteers, can request to benefit a student in your community who has the potential to take advantage of educational opportunities but whose family cannot afford the costs.

FOG Scholarship Program funds are comprised of donations from FOG members, as well as the families and friends of PCVs and RPCVs.

APPLICATION FORMS may be requested by emailing: aidem54@gmail.com.   The contact person in Guatemala for FOG is Ana Isabel de Méndez, a long-time administrator at the Peace Corps office.  Her cell phone number is 502-3403-8763. A letter of recommendation from the current PCV and a completed one-page application form are required to process requests.  Applications are required for both Category I and Category II scholarships.  New applications must be submitted each year scholarship funds are requested.  Sponsors are encouraged to submit photos of students and their school environment.  
APPLICATION DEADLINE – October 15th of each year for the school year beginning in January of the following year.

SCHOLARSHIP CATEGORIES

Category I is a scholarship made from general funds collected in the U.S.  FOG will consider one new grant per year per PCV.  Additional requests will be considered if sufficient funds are available.  Category I scholarships are to help children under university age to attend school.  They are not intended to support the family; but are to cover the most essential cost for the student’s education, such as tuition, school supplies, and uniforms.  Priority goes to students renewals their scholarships from the previous year. Category I scholarships depend on the amount of money available in the general fund managed by the FOG committee in Washington, DC.  Not all requests can be granted.  It is possible that the Category I scholarship granted is not for the full amount requested.  It should be understood that scholarship funds are intended for school costs; and the student’s family will provide for all other costs.

Category II is a scholarship for students of any age, studying at any level.  Category II funds are not from the general fund; they are from donations made specifically for the nominated student.  The nominating PCV solicits funds (from family and friends) to be donated in the name of the nominated Category II student.  Funds should be donated for one academic year.   Donors should include the following information on the memo line of the check: “PCV’s name – Cat. II”  Sponsors renewing Category II scholarships are responsible for verifying that students are enrolled and remain in good academic standing each year.
DONATIONS should be sent directly to FOG in Washington, D.C: 


Friends of Guatemala


P.O. Box 33018

Washington, D.C. 20033

Donate online at:   www.fogrpcv.org  
SUBMIT COMPLETED APPLICATION FORM with a letter of recommendation, to Ana Isabel de Méndez by e-mail aidem54@gmail.com.

PROCESS:  Ana Isabel forwards the applications to the FOG Committee in the U.S. who then reviews the requests and sends the money to Ana Isabel in Guatemala.  Ana Isabel writes the checks for each student receiving a scholarship and distributes them to the PCVs.  Normally, Ana Isabel can deposit the money directly into the Volunteer’s Banco Industrial account.  If appropriate, the student can open a bank account and the money can be deposited directly from Guatemala City; if not, the PCV is responsible for giving the money to the student.

CERTIFICATION:   By accepting grants from FOG, the sponsor certifies that funds will be used only for the student’s legitimate educational expenses.
FOR MORE INFORMATION:   Contact Ana Isabel Mendez by email: aidem54@gmail.com;  or cell phone 
(502) 3403-8763
Friends of Guatemala ● P.O. Box 33018 ● Washington, D.C.  20033

Friends of Guatemala ● “FOG” Scholarship Application
Category I   FORMCHECKBOX 
   - or -  Category II   FORMCHECKBOX 

PART I. 

Name of PCV or Sponsor:      



PCV Peace Corps Office Box Number:      
PCV Email:      
PCV cell phone:      
Application submission date:      
PCV Site:      
Months in Site:      
Close of Service Date:                   

PCV Banco Industrial account number:

Name of Candidate:      
Address:      
Date of Birth:      
Has the candidate received FOG support before:
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

 No  FORMCHECKBOX 

(if yes, explain details in new letter of recommendation)

Name of School:      
Grade level of candidate during upcoming academic year:      
Director / contact at school:      
Address & phone number at school:      
PART II. 

Letter of Recommendation


Please write a brief letter of recommendation stating why you choose to support your candidate.  If your COS date falls before the candidate’s projected graduation, how might FOG continue to monitor student progress and use of funds?  Is there another responsible PCV or other person nearby who could help?  Please include with your application, a letter from the school stating that the candidate has been accepted for the upcoming academic year.

PART III.

Annual Budget

A. One-Time Costs:

	Inscription
	Q

	Uniform
	Q

	Supplies
	Q

	Other 
	Q

	One-Time Costs Total
	Q


B. Monthly Costs:

	Tuition
	Q 

	Other
	Q

	Monthly Costs Subtotal
	Q

	Monthly Costs x 10 Months = Monthly Total 
	Q


A. One-Time Cost Total Q      + B. Monthly Total Q       = Total Amount Requested Q     
Please submit completed forms by email to:  AIDEM54@GMAIL.COM
Donations may be sent to: Friends of Guatemala ● P.O. Box 33018 ● Washington, D.C.  20033

